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EXILE GROUP SEEKS 



[ 'Everglades Commandos' Offer 
to Fight in Any U.S.-Backed 
Unit Sent to Nicaragua 

f By RICHARD J.MEISLIN 

Sp*cUl Ycrt TT®« . 

MIAMI, March 10— A group of Latin 
American exiles offered today to pro. 
vi de se veral hundred volunteers for any 
efforts by the Reagan Administration to 
; disnrottheNicaraguanGovemment.- ' 

■ “We’ve been urging that this be done 
since our inception two and a half years 

ago,” said Ellis Rubin, a lawyer who 
. represents the Inter-American Expedi- 
tionary Task Force. • 

1 The group, also known as the Ever- 
glades Commandos, has been openly 
training exiles southwest of here for 
possible insurgent operations in Cuba 
and Nicaragua, 

On bearing reports that President 
Reagan had authorized covert opera- 
tions against Nicaragua’s Sandinist 
Government, it sent telegrams to the 
. White House and the- Central Intelll- 
’ gence Agency offering to help. 

'• Mr. Rubin said the telegrams offered’ 

; “the services , of these hundreds of- 
trained c omm a nd os for whatever pur-' 
pose may be assigned to them.” - •. :«»• 

. He said the C.I.A~ and the White 
House were not involved in the task- 
force’s activities so far, although not for 
any lack of effort by the group, f We’ve 
made requests to the White House to be 
all owed to operate, but we have not re- 
ceived arty response.’ 'he said. i-aivw 


“We faiow that there have been sew 
eral Federal agencies that have in- 
spected our facilities from time to time 

inthepasttwoyearV’hesaid. - 

But he added that the training of the 
Everglades Commandos had teen fi- 
nanced entirely by “private contribn- 
beta — there is no Government spon- 
sorship of this group.’ ’ . < 

A Wariness Toward the Press 
Asked whether the C.LA. was among 
agencies that had visited the 
groups installations, Mr. Robin said “ii 
dart know — they don't identify them- 
selves a3 such.” . ... y . 1 

Until recently, the task'forw was , 
5 Qtote open with the press, gaining copM 
r cus publicity by giving Sunday tours of 1 
Cax3 5L ^^a-Nicaragua, a ^training 
£^*2? ^southwestern Dade County at 
the edge of the Everglades. The group 
says it has several other trainingcamoa 
to Flonda, but it has not permitted out- 
siders to visit them. . , ■ - - 

h But toe group became more iesWcl 
hve last weekend, announcing that the 
Everglades Com m a n dos would begin a 
seven-day-a-week training - schedule 

rSL^ d °f lcpggr °P ea the .Dade 
County camp to reporters. . ... 

v^The change occurred after a televi^ 
slon camera crew photographed the 
leader of the group-, Jorge GcnLle 
ing a semiautomatic weapon at oh near: 
thefeet of a trainee. - . 

Tt !t ^ which was shown "last 
led to Mr. Gonzales's -arrest 
under a law that prohibits a convicted 
felon from possessing a firearm.- Mr: 
Gcnzales, a Cuban exile, served- four 
years in prison after being convicted in 
1968 of taking part in a bazooka attack 


coast. 
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